
	HUMBIE, EAST & WEST SALTOUN AND BOLTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL
 
Minutes
383rd Meeting

Tuesday, 7th April 2026
19:30
The Session Rooms, East Saltoun

	
Present: Sharon Dirkin (Chair), Danny Hunter, George McGuire, Tom Trotter, Margo Hodge, John McMillan, Alexander Wilson, Robin Grenfell, Carla Ward


	Agenda item
	


	1.
	Apologies
Mike Jeans, Shamin Akhtar


	2.
	Disclosure of Interests
NA


	3.
	Approval of previous minutes and action update
Minutes approved as an accurate record.

· Smart meters / connectivity:
· Sandy provided an update on smart meters and Wi‑Fi solutions for residents experiencing connectivity issues.
· Matters were raised with Douglas Alexander; response from DCC was considered unhelpful.
· Douglas Alexander will be chased for further clarification.
· John to follow up with Billy regarding a response to Sandy.
· It is clear a Wi‑Fi solution exists; complaints to the Ombudsman are still to be logged.
· No website updates at present; Sandy will update once new equipment is installed and further responses are received.
· Playgroup funding:
· Margo confirmed the transfer was completed on 10 March.
· Scottish Ploughing event:
· An email was received requesting a contribution.
· It was agreed the event was not sufficiently targeted or beneficial to the community; contribution declined.
· Email to be forwarded to John to raise with the Economic Development Team.


	4.
	Finance
· The finance report was circulated.
· Financial year end: 31 March 2026.
· End‑of‑year accounts will be audited, signed off, and submitted to the Council.
· Final balance noted.


	5.
	New Powers for Scotland’s Community Councils
· Discussion on achieving parity with English community councils.
· It was agreed to respond positively and request inclusion in the national survey – Carla to action

	6.
	Parking Charges Follow up
· No formal papers have yet been brought forward by Councillors.
· Initial consultation will be on the Traffic Regulation Order (TTRO).
· Parking meters in North Berwick will not be ready before May due to damage.
· All Community Councils will be able to comment during consultation.
· Discussion covered national net‑zero targets, transport policy, and increased emphasis on public transport and bus strategies.
· Parking proposals in Haddington (Whittinghame) were halted due to community objections and funding is no longer available.
· It was noted that any proposals are likely to attract amendments once published.


	7.
	Haddington UK Town of Culture bid
· An initial meeting was held with approximately 38 organisations represented.
· An Expression of Interest was submitted four days before the deadline, assisted by the Austrian Consul (a Haddington resident).
· North Berwick and Dunbar submitted separate bids.
· Outcome expected by June 2026; successful bids will receive £60,000 to develop a full proposal.
· Full bids would be due by October 2026.


	8.
	Planning Applications
NA


	9.
	Correspondence (since last meeting)
Nothing to raise


	10.
	Website | Social Media Updates

· Hustings event: 
· To be held at the Village Hall on 29 April.
· Poster completed; all constituency candidates confirmed.
· Attendance capped at 100; Eventbrite will be used to manage numbers.
· Margo to share Eventbrite link and poster with Danny for website publication.
· Candidates may bring one guest each.
· Questions to be submitted by email no later than 24 April; some questions will be taken from the floor.
· Candidates invited to submit a 100‑word statement for advance publication.
· Live streaming will be explored.
· John to be advised if spare places are available.


	11.
	AOB

· Roadworks and contractor conduct:
· Issues reported regarding rubbish, poor signage, and lack of organisation during road repairs.
· A sign was left on private property.
· Concerns raised about erosion risks at four passing places.
· Sandy to email John with further information; John to follow up with Roads Department.
· Traffic management:
· Request that Community Council be involved earlier in traffic re‑routing decisions.
· Councillors confirmed there is nothing preventing CC input.
· Speeding in East Saltoun:
· Cardboard cut‑out speed signage was only available for one afternoon - Danny to email date to Margo.
· Digital landlines:
· Increasing concern about the forced move from analogue to digital telephone services.
· Risks noted for vulnerable residents living alone, including power and battery back‑up.
· Robin and Margo to locate and share existing information pamphlets (from August 2024 session).
· John to raise the issue with Jamie and Jon Fleetwood.
· Thanks recorded:
· Positive feedback for presentations by Colin Boyd and Leona Douglas.


	12.
	Date of next meeting
Tuesday 5th May 2026
Humbie Village Hall
19:30 – 21:00




